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was made for its especial protection, and Major Randolph
placed his guns so as to sweep all the approaches to it. The
O(?cupation of two commanding eminences beyond the creek and
on our right would have greatly strengthened our position, but
our force was too weak to admit of the occupation of more than
one of them. A battery was laid out on it for one of Ran-
dolph's howitzers."

There were but twenty-five spades, six axes and three picks in

possession of the command, but these were plied so vigorously

all day and night of the 7th and all day on the 8th that the work
began to show the outlines of a fortified camp.

On the afternoon of the 8th, Colonel Hill learned that a ma-
rauding party of the enemy was within a few miles of the camp,

and called for a detachment to drive them back. Lieutenant

Frank N. Roberts, of Company F, "promptly responded," says

Colonel Hill in his report, "and in five minutes his command
was en route."

Colonel Hill detached Major Randolph, with one howitzer, to

join them, and Lieutenant-Colonel Lee (of the First Regiment)

volunteered to take command of the whole. They came upon

the marauders, five miles off, "busy over the spoils of a plun-

dered house." A shell from the howitzer put them to flight.

Soon after information came that seventy-five marauders were

on the Back River road. Colonel Hill called upon Captain

McDowell's company. Company E, "and in three minutes it was

in hot pursuit." A howitzer was detached to join them, and

Major James H. Lane (of the First Regiment) volunteered to

command the whole. The marauders were encountered, after a

long march, near New -Market Bridge. Within sight of the

flags, at Hampton and hearing of the drums calling to arms.

Lane opened fire and drove the enemy across the bridge, wound-

ing a large number of the marauders and capturing one. Col-

onel Hill afterwards declared that the boldness of this attack,

made under the very guns of the enemy's chief camp, brought

on the battle of Bethel. As a result of this expedition, so the


